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ASEAN seeks solutions to the
Myanmar’s situation

FILE PHOTO: Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi delivers her speech during a press brieﬁng with Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Jan 10, 2020. (REUTERS/Ajeng Dinar Ulﬁana/File Photo)

JAKARTA: Indonesia is consulting members of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) on a possible meeting of the region’s
foreign ministers to discuss the military coup in
Myanmar.
In the ﬁrst stop of her regional tour, Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi met Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah in Brunei, the current chair of ASEAN, on
Wednesday (Feb 17).
“The Sultan of Brunei Darussalam in the meeting to
receive my courtesy visit earlier also stressed the
importance of the ASEAN foreign ministers
immediately conducting a meeting as a family,” she
said in an online press conference from Brunei.
Her tour came after Indonesian President Joko
Widodo and Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin
Yassin agreed to instruct their respective foreign
ministers to talk to Brunei on setting up a special
Myanmar meeting.
On Feb 1, Myanmar military seized power in a
coup and declared a one-year state of emergency.
Several Myanmar political ﬁgures, including State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and other leaders of
the National League for Democracy, have been
detained amid escalating tensions between the
country's civilian government and the military.
In the press conference, Mdm Marsudi said
Indonesia has expressed its concerns on the
situation in Myanmar since the beginning of the
coup.
But the question remained as to what Indonesia

and ASEAN members can do to help Myanmar,
she added.
"As a family, an ASEAN family, it is the
responsibility of all ASEAN members to respect
what is stated in the ASEAN Charter.
“Article 1(7) of the ASEAN Charter reads, 'To
strengthen democracy, enhance good
governance and the rule of law, and to promote
and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms,'” the foreign minister said
Mdm Marsudi said Indonesia will hold on to
principles of non-interference, and will prioritise
constructive engagement and the safety and
welfare of the people of Myanmar.
The country will also contribute to ﬁnding the
best solutions for the people of Myanmar, she
added.
Indonesia believes the ASEAN mechanism is
the most appropriate way to assist Myanmar in
overcoming the current situation, the foreign
minister said, adding that she will continue to
communicate with other ASEAN foreign ministers.
The Indonesian foreign minister is slated to meet
her Singaporean counterpart Dr Vivian
Balakrishnan on Thursday.
S o u r c e
:
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesiaretno-marsudi-asean-myanmar-military-coup-brunei14217570

Sandiaga Uno Hopes GeNose To Be The 'Savior' Of Tourism
JAKARTA - The Minister of
Tourism and Creative Economy,
Sandiaga Salahuddin Uno, wants the
breath-based COVID-19 detection
tool made by the Gadjah Mada
University (UGM) GeNose C19
research team to become a "gamechanger" that will accelerate eﬀorts to
restore the tourism sector and the
creative economy.
The Minister of Tourism and
Creative Economy Sandiaga Uno in
his remarks when receiving a
GeNose C19 tool grant from the
Ministry of Research and Technology/National
Agency for Research and Innovation, Tuesday
9 February, at the Soesilo Soedarman Hall,
Sapta Pesona Building, Jakarta, said that in an
eﬀort to improve the tourism sector and the
creative economy again, it is necessary to
implement the 3M health protocol (wearing a
mask, keep your distance and wash your
hands) strictly. In addition, it is followed by the
3T method, namely testing, tracing, and
treatment.
"Areas or sectors that have succeeded in
suppressing the transmission of COVID-19
are areas that implement 3M and are followed
by strict 3T. And because GeNose is a
screening (testing), we will certainly encourage
tourist destinations and various tourist facilities
to adopt GeNose. an innovation of the nation's
children that will become a 'game-changer' in
the eﬀorts to restore the Tourism and Creative
Economy sector," said The Minister of Tourism
and Creative Economy Sandiaga Uno, quoted
from Antara.
The presence of GeNose C19 which has
received a distribution permit from the Ministry
of Health can provide a sense of security and
comfort for tourists when carrying out tourist
activities to destinations. GeNose is a COVID19 detector that is very convenient to use
because it is only through the breath.
The exhaled sample is then accommodated in a
bag and connected to a detector.
It takes only about 30 seconds to ﬁnd out
the results with a sensitivity level of 92 percent
and a speciﬁcity level of about 95 percent.
Currently, GeNose has been used by the

Ministry of Transportation
at several train stations.
"I will convey to the business world, friends
who manage tourist destinations to order
immediately. We hope this can revive the tourism
sector and the creative economy which is now
depressed due to the pandemic. With 'testing'
followed by strict tracking and also 'treatment'
discipline, we can revive the tourism sector and
revive our economy," said the Minister of Tourism
and Creative Economy.
He said that Bali Province would later try to
be prioritized because it was an area whose
tourism sector and creative economy had been
severely aﬀected by the pandemic
"Bali yesterday's economic growth was
minus 9 percent. This has never happened
before. This is the deepest contraction for the
Province of Bali. Then the second is the Riau
Islands and also Jakarta. I will encourage tourist
destinations in Jakarta to be able to use this
product," Sandiaga said.
But for the initial stage, the Minister of
Tourism and Creative Economy said, GeNose
C19 would be placed in the oﬃce of the Ministry
of Tourism and Creative Economy/Tourism and
Creative
Economy
Agency
(Kemenparekraf/Baparekraf) and gradually at
the National Tourism College (PTNP) under the
auspices of the Ministry of Tourism and Creative
Economy/Tourism and Creative Economy
Agency and also the Tourism Authority Agency

10 Years Research
Minister of Research and Technology/Head of the Research and Technology Agency, Bambang
Brodjonegoro, on the same occasion said that the presence of GeNose C19 has gone through a long
procedure. Research has been started since 10 years ago which was originally intended to detect
respiratory diseases such as tuberculosis. However, when a pandemic occurs, research is then diverted
to detect COVID-19.
He also expressed his gratitude to the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy/Tourism and
Creative Economy Agency for entrusting GeNose C19 as part of an eﬀort to revitalize the tourism sector
and the creative economy
"The data from GeNose will be directly integrated into the central data so that it will enrich the
database from using GeNose. This data will be used to continuously improve the quality of the
tools, even though the validation tests have been carried out in about 10 hospitals in Java Island
with around 2,000 samples. it has been seen that both the sensitivity and speciﬁcity are high,
already above 90 percent," explained the Minister of Research and Technology/Head of National
Agency for Research and Innovation, Bambang Brodjonegoro.
Nevertheless, he reminded that the implementation of health protocols is still well
implemented.
"I believe that the economic sector with the greatest multiplier eﬀect is tourism, because
there are so many sectors that then beneﬁt from tourism activities, both domestic and foreign
tourists," said Bambang

Source :
https://voi.id/en/news/32037/sandiaga-uno-hopes-genose-to-be-the-savior-of-tourism-minister-of-research-andtechnology-bambang-previously-this-tool-was-for-the-tbc-test
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The Remnants of Ancient Kingdom : Solo City

The Remnants of Ancient
Kingdom

traditio
nal experience, try renting a horse-drawn
carriage.

Solo City is a part of Province of Central
Java.The city has built on its reputation as a
culturalhub. From Solonesedance, Wayang,
uppetry through to hand-crafted batik. Absorb
yourself in history with a becak ride through the
old city. Historically, Solo has been a center of
power in Central Java. In 1745 the Mataram
court was transferred here from Kota Gede,
and, since then, the city has built on its
reputation as a cultural hub. From Solonese
dance, wayang puppetry through to handcrafted batik Solo remains a city that prides
itself on its artistic traditions of elegance and
reﬁnement.

Taxis are available though they can be
diﬃcult to ﬁnd away from the main tourist areas.
Rental cars are available for hire and can be
organized through some of the bigger hotels in
Solo.

Today, Solo is part of the province of
Central Java. With a population of over
550,000 people, Solo is a densely populated
city. But while people may live close together
there are no high rise buildings, so this city has
a community atmosphere that is diﬃcult to ﬁnd
in any other city in Indonesia.

Get Around
The handiest way to get around Solo is by
becak. The compact size of the city means
walking is an option however the streets are
crowded and noisy and not well paved.
Bicycles are a good option for those who
are willing to brave the traﬃc and can be rented
from tourist oﬃces in town. For a more

Get There
Solo has a large airport, the SurakartaAdi Sumarmo Wiryokusumo International
Airport, which has daily ﬂights traveling from
most major cities throughout Indonesia.
International ﬂights also ﬂy from here to
Malaysia and Singapore. AirAsia ﬂies from
Kuala Lumpur to Solo and SilkAir from
Singapore.
From Yogyakarta, you can travel to Solo
by express minibus which takes around one
hour. The cheaper but more crowded public
buses also travel by this route. Night buses
travel from Jakarta to Solo and take around 12
hours.
The train goes regularly between Solo
and Jakarta and the trip takes between 11-12
hours. The train continues to Surabaya.
Domestic airlines that ﬂy in and out of Solo
include Garuda Indonesia, Lion Air, and
Sriwijaya Air.
S o u r c e
:
https://www.indonesia.travel/gb/en/destinations/javaSolo

Tesla teams to visit Indonesia

FILE PHOTO: Tesla Inc CEO Elon Musk speaks onstage during a delivery event for Tesla China-made
Model 3 cars at its factory in Shanghai, China January 7, 2020. REUTERS/Aly Song/File Photo

JAKARTA (Reuters) - Tesla, the U.S.
automaker, will send delegations to
Indonesia next month to discuss potential
investment in a supply chain for its electric
vehicles, the government said on Saturday
in a statement.

nickel processing to cut costs.

President Joko Widodo has touted
Indonesia’s nickel reserves on a number of
occasions, telling Reuters last month that
“it’s very important because we have a
great plan to make Indonesia the biggest
producer of lithium batteries and we have
the biggest nickel (reserves).”

Indonesia is keen to develop a full
supply chain for nickel at home, especially
for extracting battery chemicals, making
batteries and eventually building Evs

Musk has said he is planning to oﬀer a
‘giant contract for a long period of time” so
long as the nickel is mined “eﬃciently and in
an environmentally sensitive way”.

Source : https://www.reuters.com/a rticle/usindonesia-battery-idUSKBN28M08H

The president and Luhut Pandjaitan,
the coordinating minister for maritime and
investment, were on a call with Tesla CEO
Elon Musk on Friday to discuss
“investment opportunities from electric
vehicles company Tesla in Indonesia,” the
ministry said.
Tesla did not immediately respond to
a Reuters request for comment.
Luhut told Reuters last month that
“there is a really good chance” that
companies will want to invest in Indonesian

Outlook 2021: Optimism Amid Uncertainty
"We can't say
that the challenges
we will face in 2021
will
be
easier
because the risk of
uncertainty is still
there. As mandated
by the Capital, health
diplomacy
is
currently
at
the
forefront
of
our
programmes,
without neglecting
other tasks such as
the improvement the
welfare of the society
and protection of
Indonesian citizens",
said the Indonesian Ambassador in
Pretoria, Salman Al Farisi, responding to
the latest reports from the World Bank and
the IMF which project South Africa's
economic growth will still be hampered this
year.
The World Bank launched "Global
Economic Prospects" in early January
2021, estimating economic growth in 2020
and projecting economic growth in the next
two years. Sub-Saharan Africa is one of
the hardest hit regions during the
pandemic in 2020 because of its economic
proﬁle that depends on sectors directly
aﬀected by the Covid-19 outbreak, such as
tourism and commodity exports.
The World Bank predicts that the
South African economy will decline by
minus 7.8% in 2020 and experience a
growth rebound of 3.3% in 2021 and 1.7%
in 2022. Meanwhile, according to the IMF,
which published the World Economic
Outlook (WEO) 2021 recently, South
Africa's 2020 economic growth shrank to
minus 7.5%, rebound to 2.8% in 2021, and
1.4% in 2022.
The two institutions agreed that the
economic recovery in the Sub-Saharan
African will depend on the handling of the
second wave of the COVID-19 outbreak
and the smooth distribution of vaccines in
the region.
Declined
market
demand,
weakened purchasing power and trade

barriers caused by the lockdown policy
during the 2020 are expected to reduce the
volume of trade between Indonesia and
South Africa by 21.5% .
With the gloomy economic projections and
indicators, Ambassador Salman emphasized
that his oﬃce's performance is still accountable.
With many obstacles and constraints, the
Indonesian Embassy in Pretoria carried out its
duties and functions at the best possible gear.
Positive achievements were still recorded,
among other, the smooth repatriation program,
engagement among stakeholders, and the
facilitation of export-import agreements
between Indonesian and South African
companies.
"We have to admit that several big
plans,
such
as
strategic
industry
development projects, the meeting of the
Joint Trade Committee, and the signing of
important agreements, have all been
delayed. We put hopes that 2021 will bring
about changes for the better. And these
changes only be achieved if we work
together", Ambassador Salman added
In a concerted eﬀort to have the access
to a safe and eﬃcient COVID-19 vaccine,
Indonesia and South Africa along with 90
other countries have joined the COVAX
Advance Market Commitment Engagement
Group (COVAX-AMC EG) mechanism,
where Indonesia has the honour to be one of
the chairpersons of the said multilateral
platform.
Source:
https://kemlu.go.id/pretoria/en/news/10916/outlook
-2021-optimism-amid-uncertainty

